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Flood Risk Control in Amsterdam and Implications for Cities in China
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Floods are one of the main natural disasters faced by cities around the world. Flood risk control has been an important part
of territory spatial planning in China. Amsterdam is situated in a low-lying, flood-prone area. This paper first reviews the
history of spatial development of Amsterdam, based on which it analyses the sources of flood risks that Amsterdam faces and
introduces the strategies that have been taken to cope with these risks. The trend of Amsterdam's future flood risks with the
impact of climate change and urban development and the potential responding strategies are also discussed. This paper ends by

summarizing the system of flood control in Amsterdam and drawing implications for major cities in China in flood control.
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Fig.1 River systems in Amsterdam
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Fig.3 Canals in Amsterdam
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Fig.4 The Netherlands before and after the Zuiderzee Works
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