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Study on the Civic Cultural Value Evolution Process of Shanghai Urban
Landmarks through the Perspective of Semiotics
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Abstract Based on the perspective of architectural semiotics, the article takes urban landmarks as symbolic text, focuses on their
civic value correlated with the whole city, and establishes a systematic methodology for urban landmark landscape feature
identification and civic value interpretation. Based on that, the article takes Shanghai as an example, analyzing the landmark

landscapes' contextual evolution from four aspects of location, category, form, and appellation characteristics in four stages of

the recovering period, reform and opening era, internationalization era, and mobile Internet era. By interpreting the civic value

of every period, this paper provides atheoretical reference for the study of urban landmarks and their cultural value.
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Fig.1 Research framework of the civic value of city landmarks through the semiotic perspective
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Fig.2 The evolution process of Shanghai city landmarks from 1949 to 2019
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