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Thoughts on the Development Dilemma and Construction Path of Inter-provincial
Regional Central Cities: A Case Study of Puyang in Henan Province
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In recent years, inter-provincial regional central cities have gradually become the focus of domestic research, mainly focusing
on their selection and cultivation and the difficulties and countermeasures. Based on this, the paper takes Puyang, an inter-
provincial geographic center in Hebei, Shandong and Henan as an example. With Puyang's important location connecting the
Central Plains Economic Zone with the Shandong Peninsula and Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, this paper explores how it can
seize the opportunity of spatial reconstruction and value revaluation, and transform from a channel-type city with marginalized
transportation, industry, and city image to a central city in the inter-provincial region in the north of the Central Plains
Economic Zone, in order to provide references for other similar regions. According to the urban characteristics of Puyang, a
marginal city, collage city, and resource-based city, the paper proposes two major development paths. The first is to link the
regional division of labor and external communication channels to expand the market hinterland. The second is to guide the

direction of population agglomeration and the cultivation of a strategic platform to optimize the spatial order.
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Tab.1 Current characteristics of some inter-provincial regional central cities in China
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Tab.2 Measurement of urban flow intensity in Puyang and surrounding cities
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Fig.1 Traffic flow intensity based on railway passenger service
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Fig.2 Traffic flow intensity based on road freight schedule
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Tab.3 Comparison of city functions and co-opetition relations in the surrounding areas of Puyang

Fig.6 "M" structure in the Central Plains Economic Zone
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Fig.7 Regional "radial" railway network
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Fig.8 Traffic facilities across the Yellow River area

FA AR B TH, % B AKH %] (2015—203548) ) T B 41 44,



76 | WHHR

HHH e

o et it Lo auE

WEREER o sESSER

& samse:
#esE @ KEGERTS

B9 AT £IHIRTNEERIR S X E

Fig.9 The three major functional sections of Puyang
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Fig.10 Spatial structure of downtown Puyang
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Fig.11 Distribution and development direction of 9 major industrial platforms in Puyang
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Tab.4 Summary of the development model of inter-provincial regional central cities
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