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Public Governance Process Orientated to Multiple Social Goals: Research on
the Implementation of Chicago Riverwalk Urban Design
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Abstract Urban design plays a significant role in creating great spaces for people. This article takes the classic Chicago Riverwalk area

as a case to explore the essential points of urban design governance. Based on the inquiry of the background, the designing

process and content are illustrated in a frame of six types of urban design documents. A thick analysis is further conducted

under a conceptual framework of six dimensions: social process, legal mechanisms, administrative mechanisms, economic

mechanisms, direct implementation, and evaluation and improvement. The conclusion provides an urban design governance

system framework, which includes people, platform and process: the synergic actions of the government, civil society and

private sectors sourced by social goals identity; urban design governance platform; four urban design governance phases,

namely collective goals, synergic strategies, integrated implementation, and evaluation & improvement. Enlightenments are

drawn for our country.
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Fig.2 Chicago River information illustration
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Fig.3 Burnham's vision for the Chicago River
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