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Legal System and Enlightenment of New Town Planning and Construction in the UK
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Abstract The new town development carries several public policy objectives that should be backed by legislation as well as effective
governance. In terms of China's new town planning and development in the new era, a policy framework and legal system need
to be explored. This paper analyzes the institutional basis and legal demands of China's new town development, then expounds
the evolution of the legal system in the new town's planning and development in the United Kingdom, including the content
of various versions of the New Town Act and the characteristics of the legislative activities. Finally, some enlightenment is
discussed. First, the planning and implementation of new towns should be in line with the overall planning system of the
country. Second, the "new" of new towns should be kept time-sensitive. Third, the administrative powers of new towns should

be clearly defined in legislation or policy documents. Fourth, it is suggested to promote local legislation on new town issues.
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Fig.1 Distribution of new towns in England and

Wales (until 1969)
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Fig.2 The main legislation, institution establishment, relevant planning and research reports of new towns in the UK
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