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The Evolution of Functions of Creative Precincts: Practices of Shanghai in

Retrospect
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The functions of creative precincts in Shanghai have continuously evolved into real complexity. On account of interviews and
text analysis methods, this paper interprets this function evolution, based on a framework composed of industrial, cultural
and spatial dimensions. Sectorially, creative precincts first serve as spaces for emerging creative industries, then as platforms
for industrial policies with the expansion of precincts all over Shanghai, and as multiple objective economic units, to meet
the needs of more and more demanding stakeholders. Culturally, creative precincts are at the beginning used for preserving
industrial heritages. With the growing spillover effects of cultural elements in the inner city, the cultural landscape function
becomes indispensable for almost all precincts. Some precincts advance further by becoming creative landmarks of a certain
geographical or social range. Spatially, the form of creative precincts is borrowed from occidental counterparts to reuse
explicitly or implicitly deserted industrial land. Some are currently opened as public spaces in the neighborhood. Some even

become the blank-leaving to remedy locally the negative influence left by the fast-ending mass urbanization.
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