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Urban shrinkage is a kind of phenomenon that is spreading widely around the world, which causes a range of sustainable
development problems. This phenomenon has also emerged in some cities and regions of China. It is a new challenge for
shrinking cities to have an integrated urban management policy suitable for a high-quality living environment. This article
analyzes smart shrinking strategies of shrinking cities in Hokkaido, Japan to point out policy alternatives and implications
for shrinking cities in China. The conclusions are drawn as follows. The first is to conduct a compact city with new value
through urban spatial construction and functional agglomeration. The second is to upgrade industries and optimize the
industrial structure, promoting the positive interaction between industry and employment. The third is to improve the quality of
administrative service, and also build a cooperative system to induce citizens to participate spontaneously.
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Tab.1 Four types of shrinking cities in Hokkaido, Japan
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Fig.4 Studies, goals and schemes of Kushiro compact city construction
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Fig.5 Change of spatial pattern in Kushiro and spatial structure of compact city
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Fig.6 Spatial structure planning of Asahikawa
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Tab.2 Goals and policies responding to city shrinkage of Asahikawa
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