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Urban Environmental Exposure and Migrants' Health in the Era of Mobility:
From the Perspective of Social-spatial Effects
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This article reviews the literature and examines the progress, content, and framework of research on environmental exposure
and migrants' health issues. The study identifies three critical theories currently being explored: social acculturation & health
evolution, social capital & migrants' health, and environmental health disparities theory. Research in this area has expanded
beyond natural environments to multiple dimensions, such as built- and socio-environments. Due to social and economic
inequality, limited housing opportunities, and uneven geographic distribution, along with the impacts of social-spatial effects,
significant differences in environmental exposure exist between migrants and local residents, resulting in injustice in built
environments and social capital, and increased vulnerability of migrants' health. However, existing theories and empirical
evidence primarily rely on the experiences of Western countries. They overlooked the impacts of migrants' experiences and
dynamic social-spatial effects caused by residential mobility. This article proposes a new research paradigm of "environmental
exposure-social-spatial effects-migrants' health", emphasizing the crucial role of social-spatial effects, which can provide

valuable insights for the construction of healthy cities in China and other countries.
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