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Analysis and Enlightenment of Kevin Lynch's Time Urban Design Concept
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Abstract Kevin Lynch is one of the most influential urban design theorists of the 20th century. His work What Time Is This Place?
pioneered the introduction of time into urban design, expanding people's understanding of urban temporality and providing
a new perspective for urban design practice. This paper aims to systematically review Kevin Lynch's "time urban design"
concept and analyze the core content and innovative contributions of his theoretical system from three levels. Firstly, it
reveals the subjective, shared, and normative characteristics of time, and proposes the construction of an urban time structure
that combines continuity and precision. Secondly, it elaborates on the time paths for shaping urban imagery from three
dimensions of past, present, and future. Finally, it proposes strategies that combine active guidance and passive adaptation
to manage urban social and environmental changes. Kevin Lynch's reflection and discussion on the value of time in urban
development, environmental shaping and life experience provides valuable ideological resources and references for promoting

the innovation of urban design theory and the transformation of practical paradigm.
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Fig.1 Kevin Lynch's time urban design framework

KHKR-EH B4,



By T4 5 A 2 1R i\ B RGE B E 1Y
I ) S 4 45, AR T N AFE B HH RS TR,
AN B AL A BRI Ah, A FRAME
FORFAR AL BERIE FH X L AR 2 B , 278
JZE A R I TR o

[ I, 3% 2 AR BE OB R WA E
T M A B A A N I IR TRDRR S o A PR
18 28 R 2SR R AR A P ALk B0 35538 A B 33 3R S5
SAEAS NI 32 22 B H A [ R Ay
AR o FEAD R S AR AL IR, A N B I
AT RE R ALY 2% P i T Ah AU BL AR 7
Iof 5 AN NI O] AT BRSO o T L, A
R AN I A A JST A o

AN I i B S A T Dy B AR T B
AN I SRR Y A2 LG R R T IR
SR B Y, SR BETE R 2 743 R I 1 A
6 1 P ARIARD e, FERE AN A0 2 35 A
NG I TR RIS IRES , S TH NATTOE I ) A Ak
6 IR o — T T, TR TE RS TRAL Y T I
AR Y IRBERE G, 51 AT B A% kB
BONKS “ULIFBE 207 BREA 5 — i, AR
PRBE R A% B ad & BUAE 5 R R Y I ) 4
B, W B A NAE I ) 48 B B0 BE SE
TG DA SE A RIAR AR B L 285 T X AR 4K o

2.2 EHAZRTA

TE A e S I i T A RS R PR
TEAZHN B A A [5) TS A, S e T R A AE I ]
W g — St o B A R BR 2 ) 3 S
Bof )W 25 DAL A ZURE 24T O, X i I ) 0
AR BT % R AL Z P 1R 3 S IR
gy 5 Ak 2 0GNE URAL, T T R A
[5) B9 TR I35 453 o 3 28 95 ;A DUR B T REAA Y
P SR AL, 4 K 5 R A 31 S IR A O
FOW B 5 F A0 AR AR B IE AT, R BL T BRI XS
AR S P

SR, AN [ B A4 2 W A8 I 1) 45 # A0 4 22
i WARAEAF A8 S35 22 5, Q0% I ) B R 20~ 9
ZPRE T WM ER W ERILRT S
T H TR IR IR, A R B IR 2R 30 4R
% BB P9 N T 0 A ot e o ] A o 32X 2

SR T ERBE AR 15 B A I I IRTHE SR T A0 F
& W BT — B I ] AR R AR R B PR A
T B I R 22 e, S EEH A — s W AT
S DA S 2 0 A ) 58 R R B B
HLSCARAT 1 S AR 5 A B
SETT IR0 B 1ML, % IF 1 B % STRE AR KA
RIS IR I 2 4 B2 b 55K, FEAE 2 A
i e S 3 S T O T S, D I O
DR B I ) B S 5, DA B SR TR I R

2.3 tRERGERE

i BV I () B 2 Wb 812 %% i i
P 5 FEAZ o S S AT N ] g A K 3 T
ACAL PR A REA]_E o 0 Ao AT S A i U T B R
HHAR (W4 A B WS5bRvfE i 1)) , 4
TR I E R 23 S L SO T /], S RLTE A2
FE R AT B B T B o

TR A3 o, BhR I 20 R 15 ST 5
20 S 5 X5 AT B TR AR 36 7= A A TR
BRACHIRUIIAE R 5 10k B AR A A Ao e B )
A T B A A I ) S A 45 2 o 7 s o I ) A
ZIRR, I 502 )8 T W) DA RE 3 43 T A v
BEIE , NATTAEAR KA JE L3828 1 S M I 1] 194
H AL, 3 30 RN S A5 I AR T I
HHA W S RE RIS, 2
Wk e BB AN A7 (a servant to the
tyranny of the clock) .

A o IF 1) 0 5 Y R ) (g A ik, 5546 T
W H A E RN ) R A2 SR LA T
F I AR SBORE , B ST AR AT IA A 3T A 3L FR
B AR AR AR v I 1045 5 B ) I, AL
M SRR A 2 36, BlE E S 5
AT A0l A2 35 Sl R W 8 # If T) SR 00, A
I T B R A I 5 A i e 2 TR 38 P, A5 AT
T AR R S A A R

A0 I i) 5 0 Ak SHe = R ek A
LAl L, L ST AR AT 4 3 BRI B Bk
1 7 5 Sy B, DA SN T B S R A
BRI T I S5 o 7 W 7 5 252 I )
EE B, [6) b 0 B R IB A VR S I 1) S o e

BB AR | 3

RS 2 D s FEAYO BRI 28 H AR S T
SETCAZ B A 6 I, A TR AR A 3 S
T B 75 5K o ZEII T et v 7405 BN () Y 25
PERHE , B3 S A Al AT ) B
T IO TE) BR35GS0 T o IR Py A 35 ot J A
FHRRE

3 BEWmERMEERE

W R — A2 I R A, o R
PE W T BUAE SRR FE B o BLICAK
B SR 2 R B R AE SR 3A 4
H 2, 37 S TR T 5 N T A - A SR
Y, At 55 U 2L DAOT BURL A B A5 AR A R
SCRK, VAW SR AATEAZ , 4998 B 3 T A )
TG AR R e, SR DR I T,
TR TR ORI R AR W 2 AR AR OR
B AR RS BIH Z W TR P, a7 i
3 R RS ORI FE IR PR BT AR U7
FEF B BRI A RN A5 7 R B S o

3.1 (RIFPASESALIET . SELRTHICTZ

TR 7 AR RIS G S R
SRARTCAZ AR o I DIR, 38 7 R AP Y S 52
Al RS SR 2 AT 5 T, i 280 T 3 R Ak 2
52 A1 BA 7 SR, SR T BRAR S T A S
H IR 3R o AT I, LT AR 2 1 DL 25 70 B
BT RO AIF A D SR BRI, LRI Y
PRI A4 , A SOV AR Jé ah o

— T, 38 R4 R DA S 2y 2t
ot TWFFE T EE, W] DA T 2R G854 A 4
% F A, (H SR R SR B, B Ak S
BRI HTEE K, LB R E
Js A S Al R 7 S, AL 4T WL
Mo SR, SRS TR LA, 8 O
B AR 55— 5 T, AR ORI R A B
H, BB P R AR IR SR, BUR A “DFRG”
1175 2K I S SR DR BORTS b A ,
SESFURBHTINRE , L A 2 AR B A AL
SR 43, 23T L v i BN D A 2 CRK
BEAb, 38 EEEL P S ERBE S A AL AL R R,
5 RARIEAZ B BN & i BUARGE 1 , FL1% R



4| EHEE AL

SCAEAE 188 378 18325 o T Bt B2 5 4 2
JEAE i BEARAZ , PR AT RE MR AR A4 [T 12 i 2 T A
155, 0 RS 5 WHLL, FERRBE R N
AN NERTE, e F Sk W O 25 T SR R i e
HE SRR

B2, WLSC bR AT 5 A D S ORGP AS L B N
Y B 1 PR TH B A% A 1 S o M 5 At T2 5K B
2% DA FR MR e LR 7 B 2 AL, B 2SS
S 30 WUB, U R 4 AR 2 i T oK AR
ARG BIH PR 5 R 2 W) R P, AT 7
W BRI o A2 VT AE ST PRI

32 HELTEELE BEZAk

EHRAE S, AMMTMEB YR Y S
B A BT R BEY , 2R g A8 B 1) 22 HE R
HT A AT A E R, S8 AL
B B o BHXIX — AT, LS bR AT 4
BN AR SCUAR R, AR T I TR 4148,
B EFRECREG I (sense of
time) @,

— J5 T, R 7 PR E R 24 3R A3 W 2R 30
A BAA VIR R4S 5, 20 H A8 DU
B 3 255, 5] G N AT G i 1 9 3 < R B, A
SV NEPN A SS R A VR E
A vy B T AR R, R ARG e B ) 22 HE, A2 B
A TAES AN B 22 R B85, T A4
T E AR A 5 — i, W TR
T T80 0 I DD R, SR AATIX I D) 2 S
TN o 2% 1T PRI Bl 2 IR T 48 3k I 22 DA 38 L
Y B LR AR, AT bR R A T AR R A,
PR H RN 22 R [ I 3T R
T IS T8 RN W 23 1), g S A Ak 2 S AR TR
ZhIRGEER A, R A WA B R 2 5 MR
iﬁ:;‘k[MlBSo

LA, 29 R AT B B BOE SN
P SR A LAl b, R S 38 B v AT
A [ Ik BE AT R B, A B B Al E R
T B0 T R 2 1), BN B R S R 18 2P IR
BB B IR B B VI M BT, 1A
1A 2 R 0 T 2R T I R R RN U o B A4 3k
FF T P 485 )t T RS 00 B M, BEEAT )3t R

A [F) B 55 055 30, 1 2 AR A% T8 B A4 8, LB
51 3 SR DX 0 Y N 2% 2 e, A TR N Y
I TR 4F o

(RS T o U I L S LA DN 3
T 5200, B SR AT B T AR AR 5 B
T T I 1 ) 2 A R 5 R, AR
I 5 v = R A9 1 SR P 3, S T
DA A B i e e P A3k 51

3.3 ERARRER, BRI HENEMFF
s

T A R OR S S AR X I 2% 48 By B
L B YT W TR e b | BYe N
WA, BEE ARG, ATTBUR I3 2228
%, R i AR SRR AT 55 52 S B, T DR
XA H S AL S E R FEE LI
Lo, RABES I HERN BN 82 2, FAER YA
A A A A U B AR T S b, BEAR R R
A7 2 AT REAT R YRR S5 R, K BLAE R B AL S
RN B 25 I R R , 1 ) RS ) 40 #, I
T e AR R T G VU TR 2 S, R 30 R X o
FAARR BIAR o 18 YRR LR, — T
A PAFE A 3 Y R ARG W TE BT AR, 55—
TE A1 A 5 2R A I W) T8 G A O A e v
FE B

A A5 TR B A 3 B R R B AR 4K, LS
PR 3 P A% BB AR — B X S PR ER
5, AR T S 2208 4 B R TR A
FEARR A0 AT T 3R A s DR AP A
JA B R, VEAROR S AN W] AR AR A
B bt 2 b, 3 A 2 Sl R R A0 BIlE ARk
PO A S S A W B, BUR R R AR
B Ay A U5 Ko

A, YLLK AT IS B R HE AR R 58 20T
TBCo T B AR AT SR T T R — 24 AR ol
TR0 SO0 B AT B 3 T S AN R S R
R AEIX J5 W, T IR ] LR A F W HH
AR 8 L2 A 5 A B T LA A AR
B IR 5 AR R IGE BEIK R , A B AT AL T
R FY 5 J K 5 BT 345 Ji AR A 3 455 P S B« 18
T3 A0 T7 2, WY DA IR AR T AR R B

B, 512 AT EZ BN AR B A B2, ¥l
SCoARAFA K AT R i 2 A A2 B R R
BRG]~ I R IR RO RE ) g B, AL
A AR

4 ERETHEACFSTIE AR R

B3 WA I ) R 4 R BB — A3
AN I R, AN T3 S 2 T e o i A SRy
R AR RIS 52 P o A2 58 B9 T LR DA
AL AE AT R 31X 25 3k o Bt X X — 7]
FL, BLSCAR AT 3 3 51455 1 2 o AN 45
ISR o 2 5| 5 5 A AR WE Pk ) et Bl
54T T AT, 3 3 3 b ) P ) T R
R T TR 5 AL 0 A 2 U 3 R A A
e, RIBORIEALZD 1 7 307 AP o 3X — B &
i T A GE i LRI B BT , 9 VR A 2
Y9I 3 SR B A AR R R S R i S B
ENAF, A BT A AR T R S A
Titho

4.1 LAEapgits|Semha R

TH X K B S A S e, BRI AR
IO A S5 5 TG IO 24 AR 32 2 i 9 58 i 2 3R
AL E 5 5] T — PG I 0 B A N
W, 5 A PR AR 3 35 39 T P 5 I 1 Ak A0 20 25
A ARREAE , 5153071 2 W) Rk Oy 1e] k.
B ARAT IR s — R A I ) TR 3230 B
Al R IR RGBT, ek A
VTR ST 5 S A AR SR, TR A X B i 4 A i
B, 51 % Ak i AR BRI DL TS
Ji i

(1) FFAAS T I 4R 285 09 %5 B o S I
B HEME (temporal collage) X5 4b4H & A [l
3 St Y PR LR, B BT IHRT b, JR B
TR 4 3 3 0 73 B PR B, Mo O 2 X6 g B Y
4 i E B AL (episodic contrast) ,
A1 HE I R R e A 07 ek vy AR ARR A, SR
TR VY I B 306 62, Sl A AT X I )15 A 1
TGN, 51 A3 25 Y T 2R A SR T8 AR

(2) BB A G K. HER
AINEEAS 4K (the direct display of change),

ERE O ST ARY AR WA N EATE Y HE R RS, A EEL S TR ARELFBA IR T AL S TA L BHBABET R
MTTA B S R AT 45 T B 7 R A B 1B R, 62 % 3% T b 50 AR 6] 2 R 0 R o A AR O A4 8 53 AL B TR 4 ML S oA A 3A 4, 38
FHLR B RS Bk T Al R I, DR A £ e R,



BT A B — T S 2R B ok 3, 4
B KIS TR 2R AR FVB AR B
AR Eh 2 Mm%t (design for motion) , 7
B EER A T PSR E:, RSB
BN A R 22 , B8 NATAERS 3 b A BR 5 Y
A

(3) HifERAMI MR E (the patterning
of long-range change) . 1 % A 2 ¥ DL 40 Y
NG b AR AL R, WA B RE IR AR
FBET DR, R S A AR BR BT
e Rl N NS SRR W N (IESIV RS
BTN 5 S A R B A A R

T 3o A Y T UL B R N 2 I R T
2R, A URB A5 ™ B T R AL 0 I S Bk
AR A T TN B 0 AL 1 ), B )
NN U B L2 A B o 3 2 50 5| 5 g SR s 12 B
T NS BN AAS EE AS ) JE AS 2 S T I )
o B SRR, A AR T RO G M R
¥ F [ Pt 05 B 3 3t S I [H) S D 3
NS o

4.2 LIRENEN RIS RIER XTI

REEZ 5| SR A — R LR EN
T A JR B 5 1A, AELAE SR S o, a7 S 2 T M —
B3 DA S8 2 ORHRIE B 972 AL , 4 [FR X 2
VL~ TRl B R A o T X I S AR Ab e SR A P K
LS i 5 B N R S, B SR AR AR 2 0, 5%
T FERE Bl v oK 32 2 Y S 1 o LS bR A B
T B R A A B 5% A T T TR AE AR Y
RIUAIRR R, S RTEAA I 2 A5 R M HEAX
AT 36 5 — I 1) A IR 285 o T X T 28 AR B AR )
KA, Al AR — R 5 B S Ak B SR 1, L
LGRS H T -

(1) & RLPEBEVE o v X HE DL TIORL AR AL,
FL S Vi 2 A Al v B A A ] SR T AR
e T 5 250 B, B9 5 A5 IR XA 5 A e
I, S SR A% ) A A5 i o

(2) 3k YR o o T 3k X AR A, 2 i
T 45 S Y JR) A R, I AR R R AR SR
TE WL AL W S R , 308 5| S LA
FUT7 180 K e o

(3) I F 3 IR A B« 4 388 2 ¥k DAL 4% B4
FEW IR, AR S8 BR5E PR A e, 9
S DR ) b R R R S AT I 2 L AR
SC, 72 B T I Y3 P[] IR, 38505 18 A 25 T Y
LT HE-

(4) B A Rk R Ak B R
BEARAT N , LRI ER T RLAE R BORAESR T 1
SEBORL, A2 A LR iSRS AR A
JRERBIHT 2 10 SR, e AR T T 2 5 %

(5) HRAELE v 5542 Ao T X A AT g A Y
BRI 2 A, 0 30 U 8 7 i 3% 2 S 4 % o i
it A AV Al o B 17 O 5, O 2R 25 B R
By NI SR R TEAZ H i

B2, BB 30 IO SR W A% L AR B R
F 3l o YLIT IR 5 I, LR Dl 2L 2 2 . 2 0
e, AL S 1V D I I 8 SR s o B S B 1Y
SRR A S R RV, B R
TEALE Y 7 1 2 B o AEAE AL, BEEEE SR AE
B3 T S AR O, i KRR R R R AL O
F ot A A 5 SCBEPIAE AR A A SR T LI
TR T BB A 8 R B SR, 3 3 R S 1R
kR

5 IRtk BRI B B B R AR AT

DA A5 Al 5 F B 4 R T AR i o
Y, L SC bR AT 28 B - 3 T o B A
BN S0, 0 3 S G ) T R, A3

BT ix—H X B IR R, 48R T ki
T 32 2R B 25 TR N 44, DA R IR A S
Jik &%, DI A 30 ST 53 i s AR 47 25 B
RAHRLR LA -

HIL L bk A B Hh 0L 5 A i o A v S
AT T 5% R AR 3 o e P AR A NI )2
KB B YT A 2% RN AR AE E 2
X2 R B AR A0 Hh AL A R R
S o A, 7 v AT N IR )R T
A e e g N U B A5 I ) AR 9 1 o A A 3
I T U B A L BN 3 ] 3 S A2 A
AR B, e 2 K R 35 4%
J7i S 3 0 B A TN, XA G DR S Y IR Y

BT AR | 5

T 5 B [T A DX e R M9 2 465 o T ot
THERLTE IS 110 3538 T BRI T 2B 3% 19 05 J5 THi
T, MBS H 3 Bl I R 3 2258 45 5 T 6
WEATE

32 3 Y5 I 25 Bl B TR I, BIL ST AR AT
25 20 ] H A A B TR (WLIEI2) o
AR5 R4S, I SR A R kAR
FRER T YT R R K % A0 R SR AR I,
MEEELH (0ld South Meeting House)
R Y A A S AR S R R 2R AR
H A A AR L T 44 N XUR, THRAL 4
AT « 3k 1 15 M »(Boston Evening
Transcript) 3 i 8 & 5. 7624 T, £
0 38 3 2 AR AATT SR A% =R i ) A 6,
B0 35 D 0 R o IX 5 A A A s 1
WA BMER S BRE LMK, 27 4. i
% TR A6 6] N THEAE B0 B R 45 E I IR TR)

0, FEFE I A2 I [ B0, 3
38 L AR R N AR o A L 1) R OR I
BRI R SR R RN B R AR, B S S
TIREA Wi R IHA 25 1], “A6 38 7 Pt
S ARA AR -

AE S H U 5% A B A 1 AR AT I AR v, L
SCBRET R B — B B — [ BE RS SR, TR R
B AL ORI A XE DA IR T R R g Ak
X AR A At R A SRR BT 1 SR R, % T 2
SREE A B 515 5 W 3h R RL Y PR BT PSR
W o — 75 T , JE 3 397 1H S 50 0 DA 5 P0G 3
HUbR I I3 A 2D IR F B FERT IH R R
I SR T SR 2 OB T XY R IS )
55— 05 T, R S X DL 3k SR 4 R R 57
IR, 3T i S 7 ) P 460 B SR M 3 DA B
X o BN 5 Al 58 30— £ H A S AR 15 B PR
6~ 7 I PR P 2 3 5, A R AR AL TR B
TREFNE 20 , I J B T BREE 0 A iy g 5 0
SRS

T 3 X 3 U AR RS 0 SR A5 43 A5 B
SCBRAT A B TR 39 BT A% 0 VAR 51
B, FEBL T AN N THEAR S W30 I [ 23 T
W AE R 5, W T LT R R ik
YIS, R) I S R T LR BT S 2 B



6 | BEmTH AR

51T 55 Bl A R 2 £ B SR S o 1% S 01
—Ji WA R T YL ARAT B R EE,
KN HERE W ER, F 55
TIHBER R 5 55— T T, g I ST B A
SR T L AR, W DR RE MR 4R 1R 30
W BRAT 5, B3 N AR 3 i b 1) 45 2%,
I8 25 TR X R A A s

6 Bl 304k 25 B9 B i) 3 IR T Y B AR
famk

LS BR AR F I 145 3 7 A s BR BT 2 3
A A R AR ELEA T T IRNRSE, AN
CEE D=3 {ipESt S b I GE 3 S ]
SR BT SR T B ST N Bk AR R T
FSf T B3R Y R AB AT AR B, T B A H A SR
WA (WE3).

(1) BRI IR A TR R S R
IS TH) S AR AR AR I o 3X SR e T DA H
SR T AR TE A T RIS PR 26 - A AR I i)
Fric A e L A T BE S, RO T H ARSI
TR AL N T () A 3 DB A S 5 b SR
W PRALREE, BT A 35 2068 I 1) F %1 i
Hax.

(2) U 3 Ao B o 378 3k 3 25 N 1) B3,
RN EESRMMEES, W T W
b3 A SR B I 1 4 E o 491 4, o S B S SRR R
AT I S0, 2 BT AR A R
I AT B S B A 550 A0 K 3%, i ALl 24 7
AR AR BN AR AATD XS T # 380 B A A
o X hid £ BUE RRZ AW S,
PR T 9T TR R R 4 17 W AR

(3) BhHy I o B¢ A~ A 4 77 B 558 )
SR 0 8 2 S LR 2 B I AR AN N RS R
PRRFRER NI R WA A S5 R R, S6 R R 3
M NI 3 3L 4 AR R AR OR AR
SUHTARIIN L, T RS I g o TR R R

(4) BRI o dx 2 2 20 W 32 21 Y I ) 7%
S I BTG T A N T SRR R A B
B B R” o BLSCo bR AT 3R 1, 480 i 15 o B B
ST FENATHIBUE I, BIAE s fay ™ gtk
Ho &I A, 35 IF AL IR T BB

AL IS T R R, 6 B 0 25 0 B B ) A G o
i e IX— H A, 7 Bt 7 2R e 4 i
JEE S A A R I ) AR L A TR O B 5 A
J& (3051 FREERL) , B3 IR
A2 U SR I )0, 4R TR A AT X S
PRI TR A U s e

AL I TR bR IO — b i AT I — ok 3 3
I — BRI R B PR, A4 RS A AR R B S
TERE SN 2 1) BRI R, T 25 44 J3E 4 I ) S5 00
0% 70 g I8 TR B, A A RE % 78 SE T B A
SC P9 T, A8 A NATTHR A B = RS R A 5 E
AR R , DT $58 -3 i 1 A i R o

B

E2 RLTaRTERE
Fig.2 Marking of time in Boston
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Fig.3 Kevin Lynch's time urban design concept
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