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A Study of Large-scale Communities' Social Integration Characteristics from
the Perspective of Community Living Circles
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Abstract Since the 2001 Shanghai Comprehensive Plan, Shanghai has developed a program for building large-scale affordable
communities in order to carry out the national affordable housing policy. Shanghai has gained a great lot of expertise in the
planning and construction of affordable housing, population importation, and community governance over a period of more
than 20 years, despite certain remaining problems. This study uses the community living circle—which is based on residents'
everyday activities—as the analytical unit to examine the social integration characteristic of large-scale communities from
both internal and exterior aspects. First, this study discovers that most large-scale community bases have been integrated
with surrounding residential districts or villages by comparing the overlap between the boundaries of these communities and
those of community living circles. This means that affordable housing within these large-scale communities has not formed
a completely isolated island. Secondly, the community living circles within large-scale communities can be divided into four
categories based on housing mix. The majority of these categories are represented by the community living circle, which
consists of both affordable and commercial housing. Social integration primarily takes place between these two housing

types. Additionally, commercial and educational facilities are essential for promoting social integration.
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Fig.1 Distribution of affordable housing bases and large-scale communities in Shanghai
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