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The Development and Implications of Hong Kong's Temporary Social Housing:
A Temporary Urbanism Perspective
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Abstract Chinese megacities face dual challenges of escalating housing prices and limited developable land resources. While central
policies aim to increase affordable housing supply, innovative space utilisation and diverse provision channels are urgently
needed. Hong Kong, grappling with a housing-induced governance crisis, has been exploring "temporary" social housing
solutions to address shortages in traditional public rental housing. We posit that temporality, as a spatiotemporal strategy, can
increase housing supply, enhance public service provision efficiency, and promote diverse stakeholder participation, offering
a fresh perspective for the diversification of China's social housing system. This paper examines Hong Kong's "temporary"
social housing initiatives through the lens of temporary urbanism by reviewing their policy contexts and development
trajectories. We compare traditional public rental housing with two temporary schemes — transitional housing and light public
housing — in terms of the temporary use of space for project delivery and temporary supply of social housing, based on which

we offer policy implications on the application and benefits of temporality as a spatiotemporal integration strategy.
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