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Analysis Framework and Application of City Status Enhancement from the
Perspective of Central City-Hinterland Relationship: A Case Study of Shenyang
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Abstract In the context of regional integration, the mutual influence between central cities and surrounding hinterlands is becoming

increasingly prominent. Correctly grasping the relationship between the two is crucial for formulating development strategies
that are in line with reality. Based on the perspective of central city-hinterland relations, an analytical framework for urban
status enhancement is constructed, including hinterland pattern recognition, hinterland type division, and hinterland resource
potential assessment. This framework aims to transcend the administrative boundary constraints of traditional planning,
promote positive interaction between central cities and surrounding hinterlands, and fully leverage the central city's core
role in leading regional development. Taking Shenyang as an example, it is found that it has formed a relatively stable
radiation range within Liaoning Province, with the eastern part of Inner Mongolia becoming a key direction for its hinterland
expansion. At the same time, the Korean Peninsula is seen as a potential high-quality international hinterland. By simulating
various development scenarios such as population, transportation, and cross-border cooperation, the contributions of various
paths to enhancing the overall value of "Shenyang-hinterland" are compared. Three major strategic paths are summarized:
provincial coordinated development zone, eastern Inner Mongolia expansion zone, and Korean Peninsula cooperation zone,

providing directions for Shenyang to enhance its position in the regional and even national urban system.
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Fig.2 Hinterland identification and type division of major cities in Northeast China
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