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Industrial Space Regeneration Potential of Historic Areas for Attracting
Youth Employment: A Case Study of Suzhou Old Town
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Abstract Providing industrial space for youth employment is essential to dealing with youth out-migration from historic areas. As
the previous techniques of regeneration potential research can hardly resolve the dilemmas of youth needs and specificity
of historic areas, and are not effective in guiding regeneration plans, it is necessary to develop a framework for evaluating
the regeneration potential of industrial space specifically. We develop a space-atmosphere-service evaluation index system
based on the youth needs, optimize the regeneration potential evaluation procedure, and identify various regeneration zones
with clear position based on the similarities and differences of the regeneration potential data. After that, an empirical study
of Suzhou OIld Town is conducted to identify the industrial space regeneration time sequence and various regeneration zones
with clear position, and to make suggestions for the implementation of the regeneration of Suzhou Old Town comparing
with the current regeneration plan. The empirical study shows that focusing on the atmosphere and facilities needed by youth
employment can effectively identify industrial space that can be regenerated in historic areas. In addition, the positioning
of regeneration areas should be identified based on a quantitative analysis, considering the environment in which they are

located or the resources they possess.
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Fig.2 Related theoretical and practical advances
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Tab.2 Indicator weights
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Tab.3 Factor eigenvalues and variance contributions
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Fig.4 Overlay analysis of regeneration potential
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Tab.4 Component score coefficient matrix
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Tab.6 Regeneration areas positioning and dominant sectors
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