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Regional Disparity of County-level Urbanization in China from the Perspec-
tive of Functional Household

FER K R

WANG Pei'an, CHEN Chen

B EAARAKEFHABPNY ELER, SN FTETERELBAREARTHE LREAI ) 2 £ 5] F R, @& BRI 3

P REEEGIEE R A LR e TARIT N F 40 2 AR KX BRF 2B R B b B3 EH oM 2 2R
BN, AR ERAANE R Fe LR A, R ER T R A HE T “ZFRAERRIL #8 “REFHRRERL,
RIEA RO R A EPfo T APk = & Bk BARE R 4243 SR F B R KRR e AT BaR. BoP i sh & Atk aF ey =
HE A BE R A R E B BIRAA KR Z F 6 MVLIE Mo V53, N ‘T Rpe” ALA A ¥t &R E A TR sh 69 A
FIRAE TGS, SR RERBARS B ALE SN FERSAZLAREEA TEAE N

Abstract The county seat is an important carrier of China's new-type urbanization. The current imbalance of county-level development

and the classification and guidance of county-level development deserves more attention, and the actual needs, livelihood
strategies, and the logic of farmers' actions in the process of county-level urbanization should be the starting point and focus
of relevant policy formulation. Through case analysis and quantitative empirical research, this paper finds that with the
transformation of China's urbanization and the introduction of modernity into villages, the decision-making considerations
for urbanization of rural households have changed from "maximizing economic returns™ to "maximizing the realization
of household functions"”, in which the order, role and spatiality of household functions have significantly changed. The
interaction of the three attributes creates a unique three-dimensional spatial configuration of contemporary Chinese peasant
households' mobility in villages and towns, county seats, and outside the counties, which has become a microscopic footnote
to the regional disparities in county-level urbanization in China. Accordingly, from the perspective of “functional household",
this research provides a new explanation for the internal mechanism of population migration in China in the new era, and has
important reference value for promoting coordinated regional development and integrated urban-rural development in China

and guiding the high-quality development of county seats with scientific classification.
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Fig.1 Evolutionary path of the "role-based" function of the family
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Fig.2 Threefold attributes and practical characteristics of the "“functional family"
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Fig.3 Analytical framework of regional differences and microstructure in county-level urbanization of population
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Fig.4 Family-space coupling model of functional family practice types and county-level urbanization types
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Fig.5 Regional differences in county-level urbanization across four types of areas
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Fig.6 Intra-provincial differences in county-level urbanization in Zhejiang Province
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