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Research on the Multi-scale Reconstruction Process of Spatial Development
in Village and Township in Southern Jiangsu
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After the Reform and Opening-up, the townships in Southern Jiangsu Province (TSJP) underwent a large-scale and complex
process of spatial reconstruction. By introducing the theoretical framework of rescaling, this process can be elucidated from the
tripartite perspective of economy-governance-society. Corresponding to macro-institutional phases, this restructuring process can
be divided into three periods. The first is the rise of the TSJP model to the market reform period (1978-1992). During this period,
the core characteristic of township spatial organization was the construction of local spaces within the context of the regional
market. The second is the export-oriented economy period (1992-2010). The spatial contradictions triggered by the balancing
model during this period prompted a concurrent process of upward rescaling and horizontal restructuring in township spaces.
The third is the regional integration development period (2010-present). In this period, the functional network of the Yangtze
River Delta, established through regional integration, situated townships within a broader network of spatial relations, producing
a dialectical conjunction of local and regional township spatial forms. Finally, a case study of Zhangpu Town in Kunshan City
empirically illustrates this process on a micro scale.
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