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Delineation and Comparison of Ideal and Actual Community Life Circles: A
Case Study of Dangdai Community and Yimei Community in Beijing
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Abstract The concept of the Community Life Circle (CLC) is progressively emerging as a central element in territorial spatial planning.
This study addresses the foundational issues pertinent to CLC planning, proposing a conceptual framework and delineation
methodologies for Ideal Community Life Circles (ICLCs) and Actual Community Life Circles (ACLCs). Empirical research
was conducted on two communities in Qinghe Street, Beijing: the Dangdai Community and the Yimei Community. Utilizing a
crystal growth model based on geographic spatial data, we delineate the boundaries of ICLCs. In contrast, ACLCs are identified
using GPS data reflecting residents' travel behaviors. The internal structure of urban community life circles is categorized into
three hierarchical levels: Basic Life Circles, Elastic Life Circles, and Shared Life Circles. Our findings indicate that while ICLCs
exhibit a "pancake-like" expansion pattern, ACLCs display a "point-axis" distribution structure, a characteristic also observed in
Shared Life Circles. In conclusion, this research provides novel insights into the relationship between CLC delineation methods

and residents' daily activities and behaviors, offering significant implications for future urban planning practices.
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Fig.5 Ideal community life circle of Yimei Community
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