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Research on Guangzhou's Community Life Circle Planning under an
Implementation-oriented Approach
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Abstract Community life circle planning has become a pivotal approach to advancing people-centered and high-quality urban development.

Currently, it faces challenges such as poor integration with the statutory planning system, inadequate consideration of the
heterogeneity and dynamic changes in community needs, and imperfect implementation pathways. Transitioning from conceptual
exploration to comprehensive implementation has become a critical issue in developing community life circles. Guangzhou has
been an early adopter of community life circle planning initiatives in China, progressively shifting from front-end planning schemes
to integrated community solutions that encompass planning, action, implementation, and management. By systematically reviewing
Guangzhou's innovative explorations on key issues such as community life circle delineation, service capacity assessment, critical
element allocation, planning system integration, and implementation strategies, this paper proposes an implementation-oriented
planning pathway for community life circles. The aim is to explore a long-term mechanism for building livable communities,

offering insights and experiences for the high-quality development of Guangzhou and other cities.
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Fig.1 Framework diagram of the overall planning approach for Guangzhou community life circles
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Fig.2 Daily activity connections of residents in Guangzhou's central urban area (left) and schematic diagram of

the community life circle division plan (right)
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Tab.2 Guidelines for differentiated configuration of various community service facilities
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