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Study on Spatial Transformation of National High-tech Zone from Perspective
of "State Entrepreneurism": A Case Study of Wuhan East Lake High-tech Zone
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Abstract The construction of high-tech zones represents a significant attempt and innovation in China's urban governance. Existing
studies have largely focused on the physical spatial transformation of such zones, often constrained by traditional theoretical
frameworks. There is an urgent need to develop a more systematic and comprehensive framework that incorporates the
characteristics of China's urban governance. To address this gap, this paper adopts the perspective of "state entrepreneurism"
and takes Wuhan's East Lake High-tech Zone, a typical national-level high-tech zone, as a case study. It aims to reveal the
characteristics, mechanisms, and innovations of spatial restructuring in the zone and establish an explanatory framework
for the spatial evolution of high-tech zones based on China's experience. Our qualitative empirical analysis indicates that
the development of the East Lake High-tech Zone encompasses three distinct stages, each characterized by unique features:
the industrial production-dominated stage, the built environment production-dominated stage, and the technological
innovation production-dominated stage. During the process, the role of the government evolves from a singular "actor” to a
"collaborator" connecting multiple stakeholders and from a "direct participant” to an entrepreneurial leader and "integrator"
of innovation resources. This study demonstrates that the spatial transformation of high-tech zones in China embodies the
characteristics of "state entrepreneurism™ with the government maintaining a central role, incorporating market and societal
participation, and forging a new path for the modernization of urban governance.
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Fig.9 Schematic diagram of the venture capital system for the science and technology innovation industry in the

East Lake High-tech Zone
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