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Rental Housing Supply and Demand in Shanghai: A Quantitative Assessment
and Policy Implications Based on the Perspective of Job-Housing Balance at the
Administrative District Level
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Abstract Developing rental housing in the new period represents a crucial measure to address housing difficulties among new citizens

and young people in major cities. Shanghai, characterized by its substantial migrant population and robust rental demand,
has established a solid foundation for its rental market through continuous cultivation and refinement of the housing leasing
system. Consequently, rental housing has become a vital pathway for the migrant population to meet their housing needs.
To investigate the supply-demand characteristics and contradictions within Shanghai's rental housing market and provide a
reference for formulating the city's "15th Five-Year Plan" for housing development, this study employs quantitative statistical
analysis methods based on the job-housing balance concept to assess the current state of rental housing supply and demand
across its administrative districts. The results indicate that Shanghai has achieved a basic balance in the total volume of
rental housing supply and demand. However, structural mismatches persist, and job-housing imbalance is a widespread
phenomenon. Building on these findings, the paper proposes policy insights aimed at fostering the healthy development of the

rental housing market and promoting job-housing balance.
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Tab.2 Supply of rental housing in Shanghai (2024)
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Tab.4 Estimated total supply of rental housing by administrative district (unit: 10 000 units (rooms))
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Tab.5 Estimated population in need of rental housing

by administrative district under jobs-housing balance
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HARHFX 22.00 23.50 22.75 566.00 40.39 228.61 137.16
LREX 4.00 4.95 4.47 111.21 31.29 34.80 20.88
WX 4.20 4.07 4.14 103.00 56.28 57.97 34.78
WIX 6.50 6.96 6.73 167.44 52.63 88.12 52.87
#HLK 7.80 7.75 7.78 193.56 33.54 64.92 38.95
WX 3.90 5.16 453 112.70 26.16 29.48 17.69
KTFX 4.61 4.91 4.76 118.42 38.14 45.17 27.10
it 100.00 100.00 100.00 2487.91 — 1017.16 610.28
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Tab.6 Estimated rental housing supply-demand gap by administrative district
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