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Review and Prospect of Research on Traditional Settlements from a Regional
Perspective in China
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Abstract In China, the diversity and interconnection of traditional settlements within a regional scope are key manifestations of the
systematic historical and cultural heritage of urban and rural areas. Therefore, regional research on traditional settlements has
gradually received attention from policy and research fields. Using bibliometric and literature analysis methods, a systematic
review is conducted on 579 articles in the academic journal database of China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI),
clarifying the knowledge approach and logical framework of traditional settlement research from a regional perspective in
China. The study finds that current research hotspots focus on spatial distribution, morphological types, regional protection,
and development assessment. Moreover, new directions for future research are proposed: in-depth exploration of the value of
traditional settlements in regional space-time context, strengthening the research on the urban-rural correlation of traditional
settlements, and exploring regional collaborative protection and sustainable development paths from a resilience perspective.
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Tab.1 Top 20 high-frequency key words in traditional
settlement research from a regional perspective

FS X F 1A BREER/F
1 330 EFNTE 2006
2 63 EE 5T 2009
3 51 PASES 2010
4 51 B 2003
5 40 1R 2006
6 27 SRR 2018
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