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Research on the Multi-Centric Evolution Mechanism of Urban Innovation
Spaces Driven by Rescaling: A Case Study of Nanjing

fa#e8  SKEH

HE Heming, ZHANG Jingxiang

i EAHZENEFCE S PSRRI LA L R el LR R SRR E F R FR 0 EBARYE P B R

BIFE R 5P EMIFRRLLYTHRE, M ARTBUFEH TR H A EREETHER, REPEART %
RO 5589 B AKAFAE  TA A BORMET X SR 378 F R EH 7 X R T H R R A X R A R, 4137 &
VS RENFOEHTRBFREER, B TAIHG L PR AA T HHRRELAFRER, 24 TERAIF
AR % ) e a8 Ae B KA K3 A ) /A R T 696137 5 F iRt AR e B R AR 69T B, AR T R B &
IR R BT A 69 K g, IR B K693 S A4 e ARl 3T A S 0 B S 4t

Abstract The evolution of innovation spaces from a single center to multiple centers is an inevitable trend in the development of

science and innovation cities. Understanding this pattern is crucial for the rational allocation of spatial resources. The
multi-centric structure of innovation spaces in Chinese cities is not solely a result of market selection but is also influenced
by proactive spatial interventions by the government. Drawing on the theory of rescaling, this paper proposes the basic
characteristics of multi-scale differentiation in Chinese cities. It argues that methods of rescaling, such as policy-driven new
districts and strategic new towns, have altered power relations and locational advantages in specific regions. Innovation
enterprises selectively cluster within the framework of multi-scale differentiation, driving the multi-centric evolution of
innovation. Using high-tech enterprises in Nanjing as a research sample, the paper analyzes three typical processes of multi-
centric innovation evolution driven by national development zones, multifunctional new towns, and national new districts. In
the new stage of high-quality development, science and innovation cities should dynamically adjust their rescaling strategies,
shifting from stimulating growth to optimizing the innovation ecosystem.
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of flexible rescaling and multi-scale differentiation
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Fig.2 Multi-centric evolution mechanism of urban
innovation spaces driven by rescaling
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Tab.1 DBSCAN parameter design based on changes in the total number of innovation enterprises
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