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Overall Status and Protection Countermeasures of Ancient Bridges in Rural

Shanghai: Based on the Research on Tracing Shanghai-style Jiangnan Ancient
Bridges' Origins
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Abstract Based on the research initiative "Shanghai-Style Jiangnan: Tracing the Origins of Ancient Bridges”, this study adopts a

combined approach of field surveys and literature review to conduct a systematic analysis of 552 ancient bridges in rural
Shanghai. First, the fundamental characteristics of these bridges are clarified across multiple dimensions, including overall
distribution, structural materials, construction techniques, decorative details, historical context, and evolutionary changes.
Then, key challenges in the preservation of ancient bridges are identified, such as rapid decline in numbers and gaps in
documentation, lack of routine maintenance and natural deterioration, environmental changes and functional decline,
as well as crises in material and craftsmanship inheritance. Finally, building on this analysis, the study proposes a four-
dimensional preservation strategy of "Documentation—Protection—Research—-Dissemination”, aiming to contribute to the
holistic conservation of ancient bridges and their surrounding environments in rural Shanghai, while also helping to enrich
the cultural connotations of "Shanghai-style Jiangnan".
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Fig.1 Distribution map of existing ancient bridges
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Fig.3 Decomposition map of ancient bridge components
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