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On the Interaction and Evolution of the Formulation and Implementation of
Xiamen’s Master Plan: A Historical Institutionalism Perspective
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Abstract This article examines the institutional background, formulation practices, and implementation outcomes of Xiamen’s urban
master planning over the past 40 years. It highlights the evolution of the plan through three key stages: using blueprint
planning to shape the urban structure and guide urban development and behavior, using integrated planning to steer urban
spatial expansion and manage growth, and using spatial planning to address spatial governance and enhance governance
efficiency. Additionally, drawing on historical institutionalism, the article analyzes the layered and transformative models
that emerged in the implementation of Xiamen’s master plan, through the lenses of key junctures, path dependence, and
institutional change. It also explores alternative models for national spatial planning in the new era. The article suggests
that a deeper understanding of institutional logic and evolutionary mechanisms is necessary to summarize the evolution of
master planning. In light of China’s ongoing urban governance transformation, it emphasizes the need to optimize and adapt
planning systems and decision-making processes during the implementation of land spatial planning to better harness the

power of planning to guide sustainable urban development.
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