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Study on Renewal Mechanism of Historic Conservation Area under the Vision
of Spatial Production Theory: A Case Study of Yihe Road, Nanjing
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In the process of urban stock renewal in China, historic conservation areas have become a key field for balancing cultural
heritage and spatial justice due to the intertwining of the multiple games of government planning, capital expansion, and
citizens’ lives. Based on the theory of spatial production, this paper constructs a three-dimensional analytical framework of
“institutional space-material space-citizen space”, takes the historic conservation area of Yihe Road in Nanjing as an example,
and combines network text mining, GIS spatial analysis and questionnaire satisfaction survey to fully reveal the inherent
interaction mechanism of institutional structure, capital flow and social action in historic conservation areas. The study finds
that the institutional space dominates and regulates the material space and civic space, and the material space regulates the
civic space through cultural symbols. Under the influence of consumerism, it divides the social actions and aggravates the
spatial gentrification and social inequality. Finally, the study proposes a three-pronged strategy of “collaborative governance,
cultural authenticity protection, and humanistic return of space” as a reference for solving the problems of protecting and

utilizing similar historical and cultural districts in China.
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Fig.2 Schematic of the scope of the study
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Fig.3 Institutional spatial production mechanism for Yihe Road
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