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Policy Shaping and Technological Connectivity of Innovation Spaces: A Case
Study of Waizao Village in Shanghai
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Abstract Population, space, and density constitute the primary characteristics of a city, a feature particularly pronounced in the central

urban areas of megacities. Simultaneously, due to the agglomeration of resources in megacities, distinct industrial distributions
and spatial differentiations typically emerge between urban and suburban areas. Leveraging the policy tilt associated with new
town development, resources from some central urban areas rapidly flow to outer suburbs, leading to the relative decline of
the boundaries between the central city and suburban new towns. Under the shaping force of science and innovation policies,
the urban-rural relationship in megacities has achieved a new spatial shift. During Shanghai’s “Five Centers” development
process, the construction of the science and innovation center exhibits weaker dependence on geographical conditions,
thereby fostering a spatial reshaping that transcends the urban-rural divide. This provides opportunities for villages located
in peri-urban areas to emerge. By introducing science and innovation projects, Waizao Village has functionally reshaped
its rural space. Through necessary policy guidance, it attracts the influx of talent, capital, and technology from both central

urban areas and suburban new towns. Relying on the entry and development of technological platforms such as science and

innovation enterprises, it uses new quality productive forces to promote the reproduction of new urban and rural spaces.
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