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Experience and Enlightenment of Spatial Planning in Urban Food System
Governance in the United States
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Abstract Food is an essential element of human life. The modern food system is facing a series of problems and challenges, which have
become significant planning issues and have been put into practice in the United States since the late 20th century. However,
territorial spatial planning has historically paid less attention to food systems compared to traditional specific systems in
China. Firstly, the process of incorporating food system into urban planning in the United States is sorted out on the basis of
establishing the concept of “food system”. Secondly, the specific countermeasures are sorted out. Finally, combined with the
transformation dynamics of the food system in China, suggestions for territorial spatial planning to support the construction
of a sustainable food system are put forward.
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Tab.1 Summary of the main documents and initiatives related to food system governance in some cities in the

United States
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Fig.1 Main ideas of spatial response in the food system governance in the United States
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Tab.3 Examples of food system physical assets assessments in terms of healthy food supply (Baltimore)
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Fig.2 Basic ideas of incorporating food system into territorial spatial planning
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