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Exploring Pathways for the Protection and Revitalization of “Forgotten”
Ancient Villages: A Case Study of Kangli Village in Fujian Province
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Abstract Amid the rural-revitalization boom, many ancient villages endowed with pristine landscapes, distinctive architecture, and
abundant resources remain “forgotten” owing to remoteness and economic weakness. Taking these “forgotten” ancient
villages as the research object, this paper analyzes the causes of their evolution and their spatial characteristics. Using Kangli
Village in Fujian Province as a case study, it explores pathways for its protection and revitalization. The study indicates that
the key to revitalization hinges on stimulating endogenous forces, particularly the leading role of rural sages. By enhancing
villagers’ cultural identity and conscious stewardship and by integrating natural and heritage resources, sustainable village
development can be achieved. The findings suggest that a community-centered, rural sage-mediated, resource-leveraged
pathway, underpinned by long-term adaptive planning and periodic field revisits to strengthen cultural identity, offers a vital

strategy for the protection and revitalization of “forgotten” ancient villages.
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Fig.1 The main characteristics of “forgotten” ancient villages
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Fig.2 Three-dimensional system of “forgotten” ancient villages’ protection and revitalization strategies
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Fig.3 The revitalization logic under the guidance of the “forgotten” ancient villages’ governance subject
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