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Research on Spatial Long Tail Effects of Youth Digital Lifestyles and Urban
Planning Response Mechanisms
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Abstract The digital lifestyle of contemporary youth, integrating virtual and real dimensions, has significantly enhanced their

capacity to reshape urban space. Traditional urban planning and spatial governance, centered on the logic of “responding to
production” and “meeting growth,” are increasingly difficult to meet the needs of youth. Current planning and construction of
youth-oriented development cities generally follow a “patching” approach, lacking systematic consideration and construction
of spatial supply systems for youth integration, living, and development within cities. This gap is reflected in scattered and
themed youth space construction practices in various places. Drawing inspiration from the long tail theory emerging in the
economics field of the digital era, this paper explores the formation principles and characteristics of the spatial long tail effect
of youth digital lifestyles. Based on innovative applications of long tail theory in public service provision, it examines urban
planning response mechanisms and strategic pathways for addressing the spatial long tail effect of contemporary youth digital

lifestyles, aiming to provide insights for the systematic implementation of youth-oriented development city planning.
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Fig.1 Demand curve reconstruction in the new Internet business model
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Fig.2 The long tail effect in space and its planning response theoretical framework
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Fig.3 Youth space building digital wisdom platform construction
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