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Community Governance in Transitional Urban China
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Abstract Community, playing a significant role in modern city, is regarded as an important foundation as well as carrier of social governance.

Domestic community has experienced three historical stages, namely Unit Pattern, Street & Neighborhood Pattern, and Community
Pattern. Along with the transition and development of China's social economy, there is a diverse trend in community governance
model. At present, there are three main types of urban community governance. The first is original unit community governance
transiting from closed to semi-market; the second is multiple-stakeholders’ commercial housing community governance with the
coexistence of government, market, and society; and the third is resettlement community governance driven by government and
supplemented by market. However, there are some practical problems in community governance, such as ambiguous positioning
and obscure rights and responsibilities of government, limited power and ineffective functions of self-governance organizations in

community, contradictions among organizations, and residents' low participating enthusiasm in governance. So this paper tries to

provide suggestions, from perspectives of government, society, and residents, to ameliorate current situations.
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