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Impact of Development Zones Transformation on Jobs-Housing Balance and
Commuting Distance: A Case Study of Jinqiao EPZ, Shanghai
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Abstract The gradual transition of industrial development zones must be accompanied by the change of employee structure. Improving of land use
intensity also results in the increasing of jobs. Will this change promote the balance of jobs-housing? In addition, how will it possibly impact
travel behavior? This article studies on a sample survey in Jingiao Export Processing Zone (EPZ), Shanghai. The study focuses on the living
space distribution and the difference of travel behavior of different types of employees. The transition of industrial development zones in
suburban area must result in the change of the proportion of residents and jobs in the area. However, the statistical regression analysis result
shows that the distribution of living place and job place will separate more. That is to say, the proportion of long-distance commuters will
increase without the necessary urban development and transport policy, although the balance of jobs-housing will improve. Also it will result
in the motorization and traffic congestion in suburban area. Thus, the transition of urban development zones must cooperate with the transition
of transport policy, in order to minimize the impact on the urban environment by the motorization while achieving more favorable economic

development.
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