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Overview of Micro-Renewal Practices in Historic Districts of Beijing
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Abstract This article exhibits the process of Micro-Renewal practices in Beijing’s historic districts, via description of three case studies. The

objective and working mode of each case is distinct with each other because of the varied characteristics of districts. While the
Dashilan district focuses on improvement of overall business environment and quality, Dongsinan district addresses higher priority
to upgrading the public spaces of streets and courtyards. The remaining Baitasi district then takes a hybrid strategy by learning from
both preceding cases and paying equal attention to business and public space development. It is the fact that the achievements of
the three districts have been publicly acknowledged, and Micro-Renewal idea has also evolved from individual experiments to a
widely accepted paradigm. It is also argued in this article that the keys to success of Micro-Renewal include two vital aspects: close
cooperation among local government, technical departments and implementation entities; and understandings and supports from local

residents.
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