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The Process of Peri-Urbanization and Family Choice:Analysis Framework and
Case Study of Suburban Districts of Shanghai
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China’s rapid economic development and the re-allocation of resources between urban and rural areas have given rise to the huge
amount of migrating population and family members left behind. Many of the migrants live in metropolitan suburban areas, and
create the phenomenon of peri-urbanization, which is a dilemma and major challenge faced by government and society. China’s New-
Type Urbanization Plan puts emphases on human-oriented development. Family is the basic unit of human-being, so it is necessary
to adopt microscope perspective approach of research, which explores families’ choice in the process of urbanization. In this paper,
an analysis framework of rational-economic family is set up based on literature review, and empirical testing on both cases of migrant

families and local rural families is carried out in the suburban districts of Shanghai.
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