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Abstract The paper reviews the concepts of creative industry, cultural industry, cultural creative industry and creative city. It explains the emergence and

evolvement of these terms, and summarizes features of cultural creative industry, namely uncertain markets, maximizing user number, flexible

labor market, and project-based production. The paper also explores the roles of urban planning and public policy in nurturing the new urban

economy. Two distinctive case studies are used to complement extensive literature review. One is Vancouver’s attempt to develop film industry

with market-oriented approaches and the other is Singapore’s endeavour to build ‘Global City for the Arts’ with government guidance and

support. These two cases provide both theoretical and practical references to the Chinese cities undergoing industrial restructuring.
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