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Place Making of Small-scale Public Space and Reproduction of Social Capital
in Built-up Areas in Big Cities
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Abstract Small-scale public space is required for the support and implementation of the diversity, abundance and subtlety of residents’

daily outdoor activities. Small-scale public space which has a good proximity to residential is like a 'generator' of social life. As a
community and neighborhood level of civilian public space, small-scale public space embodies more fairness, and its place-making
has a positive effect on neighborhood communication, community network construction and social capital reproduction. However,
due to the single model of urban renewal, many urban built-up areas show a monotonous of living space types and isolation of social
activities, resulting in the lack of spatial carrier of social capital and the lack of community spirit. Based on a community planning
empirical project recently conducted by Shanghai Pudong New District and sample survey of residents’ satisfaction and willingness,
this paper explores the possibility of community functional regeneration through the renovation and reconstruction of small-scale
public space, to establish the relationship between small-scale public place-making and social capital reproduction and to provide

frontier theoretical thinking for the 'urban repair’ practice.
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