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The paper is structured in three parts. First, it briefly reviews the history of Dubai’s urban growth to establish the factors that led to
the city’s current urban form, including the financial crisis of 2008 and the subsequent ‘comeback’. Second, it extends the review by
providing an empirical account of the city’s current state in terms of overall development and urban growth, which is to establish a
baseline against which future growth could be measured. Third, it analyzes social issues by contextualizing the discussion through case

study which encapsulates the city’s urban strategy. The paper concludes that Dubai’s urban development paradigm has been dominated

by speculative mindset and related urban planning issues will affect the city’s uncertain future.
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Measuring rates of change & growth. Dubai urban area. 1959-2014
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