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Agglomeration and Fission: Spatial Distribution Characteristics and Evolution Trends of

Taobao Villages and Towns
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Abstract Taobao villages and towns are representative space units of rural urbanization driven by electronic commerce. Based on the

data of 2014—2016 Taobao villages and towns, by means of space quantitative analysis method, we discuss spatial distribution

characteristics and evolution trends of Taobao villages and towns. It is found that Taobao villages and towns show a significant

agglomeration distribution in the whole country. There are three agglomeration areas from north to south, including northern

agglomeration areas which are northern Jiangsu Province, southern Shandong Province and middle-southern Hebei Province; central

agglomeration areas which are the whole Zhejiang Province and southern Jiangsu Province; southern agglomeration areas which

are Pear] River Delta, Chaoshan area and southeastern Fujian Province. The three agglomeration areas have overall consistency and

partial dislocation phenomenon with the main economic zones in eastern China; regional central cities are not the most concentrated

areas of Taobao villages and towns. In terms of evolutionary trends, Taobao villages and towns present a rapid proliferation of

fission in a certain geographical situation, and the expansion rate of distribution range begins to decrease, but the distribution density

continues to increase.
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