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An Empirical Study on Suburb Spatial Character of Shanghai Based on

Population Aggregation
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Abstract The urban planning of Shanghai insists on evacuation since the very beginning, which focuses on suburb constantly. Suburb spatial

structure has different meanings in different periods.With a perspective of population aggregation, current situation of suburb spatial

is analyzed by ArcGIS 10.0 with a visible macro structure based on census data, and features and classification are further elaborated.

The study comes to a conclusion that Shanghai is obviously mono-centric with a perspective of population aggregation, but the

suburb tends to develop to poly-centricity. After decades of development, several centers have formed outside urban region, but still

in primary stage, which have some slight difference from the planning layout. The suburb space can be distributed into several styles

according to aggregation intensity and spatial character, corresponding to different planning strategies.
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