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Field intensity model is an important theoretical method in measuring hinterlands of central cities. However, the widely used method,
to identify them by cities’ administrative levels and maximum principle, would result in distinction between measurement and reality
in practice. This paper identifies the central cities in Yangtze River Delta area and measures their economic radiating capacity in
1993, 2003 and 2013 by clustering analysis. Moreover, this paper demarcates the hinterlands to different extents by setting several
thresholds. The study shows that Shanghai has always been the first-class central city with the largest hinterland, and as the second-
class and thirdclass central cities emerge, more and more hinterlands in south Jiangsu Province and north Zhejiang Province are now
overlapping with each other, while most part of north Jiangsu Province and south Zhejiang Province are not core hinterland of any
central city. The conclusion accords with real situation and can be applied to the practice of field intensity model.
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