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Rebalance Strategies for Metropolitan Area in the Context of Urban Growth:

Implications from Greater Sydney Strategic Planning 2056
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Abstract As a growing metropolis in the developed world, Sydney is facing spatially uneven phenomena in both processes of population

growth and land expansion, such as economic development, employment distribution, housing affordability, ecological security,
etc., which have exerted continuous impacts on urban spatial structure and social justice of residents. Such issues have also posed
challenges to metropolitan strategic planning, which is an important public policy to allocate spatial resources. In 2014, Sydney
announced 'A Plan for Growing Sydney' and made amendment for update in 2016, which generated a latest version of strategic
planning called "Towards Our Greater Sydney 2056". This paper firstly introduces the background of Sydney’s everlasting population
growth and structural imbalance issues. Afterwards, specific economic, social and environmental strategies concerned are introduced
and analysed, illustrating that the two main themes of this planning are to achieve rebalance and to promote social justice. Finally,
implications from Greater Sydney strategic planning are proposed from the aspects of growth path of polycentric city, multi-layered
housing provision system and resilient strategies.
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