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Urban Liveability in Melbourne
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Abstract Melbourne is recognised amongst the world’s most liveable cities, yet it is recognised that evaluation of urban liveability is complex.

This paper adopts a historic perspective to the concept of urban liveability and evaluation in Melbourne. It takes into account social-
spatial inequity and the role of urban history in shaping collective perception of urban liveability. The paper argues divergent emphases on
urban liveability and the lack of a *local” perspectives. It recognises urban development policy and image-building global city marketing
are key forces behind urban liveability in Melbourne. Basic values such as health, safety, and dignity remain central to heterogeneous
social distribution, history and social evolution of urban liveability.
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