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The Museum-Path for Industrial Heritage Conservation: A Case Study of Ruhr
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Abstract This paper takes four anchor-points of the Ruhr ‘Industrial Heritage Trail” as examples to promote a further classification and in-

depth discussion of the museum path. It is claimed that the museum path can be roughly divided into four sub-paths, namely ‘living’

museum, comprehensive re-use based on museum, industrial museum and modern museum. Each of these sub-paths has its own range

of application and intensity of conservation. In practice, the decision-making of which path to follow is a comprehensive and complex

process: it is related to not only the industrial heritage site’s own values, scale and location, but also external factors such as economic,

social and environmental circumstances. Last but not least, the paper offers some suggestions based on the current situation of China for

its related operations.
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