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1947 Town and Country Planning Act established the urban-rural planning system in the UK. However due to the changes of the
spatial planning system, the rural planning in the UK has also been amended. This paper briefly reviews the evolution of rural
planning in the UK, and then concentrating on the changes in spatial planning in the 21st century. The Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 clarified a spatial planning paradigm. The Localism Act 2011 has changed the British spatial planning system
while creating impacts on rural planning. It is found in the research that the current spatial planning reform in the UK has impacted
on the planning system which was established in 1947. Nevertheless, the spatial planning reform has strengthened local autonomy
and flexibility, and mobilized the enthusiasm of local governments in rural areas. The paper, by providing three cases, illustrates the
characteristics of locality, public participation and implementation in the compilation of rural planning. The research points out that
the change of spatial planning has also brought a series of new problems and challenges to the rural areas. Through the analysis of
these problems and challenges, this paper hopes to gain some lessons and experience for formation of China spatial planning and

rural planning system.
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