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Development and Conservation of Rural-urban Fringe: The Experience of
Spatial Planning System in UK and Its Implication for China
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Abstract Rural-urban fringe (RUF) is an important transitional zone between rural and urban areas. Firstly, this paper outlines the evolution

of planning system in UK and explores its impact on the development of RUF. It finds that RUF in UK has experienced from

"containment of development and stringent protection” to "active conservation and inclusive development", and the guidance for RUF

by spatial planning system established in 2004 is worthy for reference. Then, this paper takes South Cambridgeshire as an example

and analyzes its planning and policy guidance towards RUF, public participation in planning, supervision and management during

implementation. At last, it concludes with policy implications for the development of RUF in China.
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