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Abstract While Japan’s population is extremely centralizing towards metropolitan area, local cities are facing constant depopulation, and the

housing vacancy rate is higher than ever before, especially in Shikoku and Chugoku region. In recent years, local city government

cooperated with subjects such as local residents and enterprises to regenerate vacant houses for residence and leisure. This article

contrasts the population, population density and housing vacancy rate of the entire country and picks out 10 counties with serious

housing vacancy problem. Using Kunisaki in Oita prefecture as an example, which took active measures against depopulation

and housing vacancy problem, this paper explains the implementation and management of the measures in detail, clarifies the

responsibility and function of each subject, and hopefully can help the development of Chinese local cities and rural areas.
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