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Economic Growth and Evolution in the Pearl River Delta: Thinking on the
Development Plan for the Greater Bay Area
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Abstract Since the 21st century, the economic collaboration model “Front Shop, Back Factory” between the Pearl River Delta and Hong Kong/

Macao has faded out. The economic growth model in the Pearl River Delta, which mainly based on cheap land, labor, and large-scale

capital investment, has also undergone tremendous challenges. This article is going to discuss economic growth and evolution in the

Pearl River Delta. As response to the Outline Development Plan for the Greater Bay Area, this article also pays attention on the whole

region’s spatial development. The implication is that the Pearl River Delta today is facing with structural problems of economic

growth. It is required to find out a way for economic transformation, as well as a new driving force to promote regional cooperation

and development.
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