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The Conception on Capital Circle Planning of Tokyo Wide-area and
Enlightenment to the Planning of China’s Metropolitan Area
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Abstract The Tokyo metropolitan area has compiled seven editions of regional planning so far. This paper attempts to review and summarize

the background, core issues, countermeasures and implementation results of the various editions, and clearly clarifies the regional
planning focus of the Tokyo metropolitan area in different eras. This paper focuses on the detailed interpretation of the 2016
version on ‘the wide-area planning in the metropolitan area’, and proposes that the regional vision should be turned from the near-
urban metropolitan area to the wide-area metropolitan area in the new era, planning orientation from problem-oriented to ‘problem
+ Goal’ orientation, space guidance from management to functional guidance, planning grip from strategic initiatives to project
actions. On this basis, combined with China's current regional planning background, it proposes the enlightenment to the planning
of metropolitan area, including the need to form a relatively stable and dynamically adjusted planning scope, taking into account the
strategic orientation of issues and objectives, building a technical framework that combines vision and action, focusing on strategic
and coordinated spatial layout guidance, and clarifying regional planning mechanisms and safeguards.
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