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From Residents’ Renewal Intention to Rational Collective Decision: An Empirical
Study on Public Space Renewal in Old Residential Areas in Shanghali
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Abstract In recent years, a lot of public space renewal practices in old residential areas in Shanghai have been carried out. Although the government

and planners are trying to strengthen the public participation, to guide residents to express their intention to improve the democracy of the
renewal planning generation, residents’ disjointed, irrational expression makes planners trapped in the dilemma of dealing with a large number
of residents' contradictions of opinions, which reflects the lack of efficient and fair mechanism design in the pursuit of democratic residential
renewal. Based on the questionnaire survey of three old residential areas in Shanghai, this article firstly finds that by combining the renewal
measures with the public space types and making residents prioritize different measures, a list of renewal measures that can represent the
collective wishes of residents is obtained. Based on the possibly rational defect of collective will, and with the goal of maximizing and equitably
distributing the collective welfare of the residential area, several strategies are proposed to revise the mechanism design of collective decision-

making.
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