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Disappearing under the Growth: Spatial Distribution Patterns and Evolution
Mechanisms of Taobao Villages
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Abstract Under the dual influence of globalization and informatization, as a special economic and geographical landscape in rural China, the
Taobao Village has undergone dramatic and diverse changes. Based on the comprehensive analysis of the data of Taobao Village from
2014 to 2018, it presents the latest development trend of Taobao Village in China and the phenomenon of “disappearance in growth”.
On one hand, Taobao Village still maintains a strong growth momentum. The gradient trend of “East, Middle and West” distribution
is gradually emerging at the national level. The clustering characteristics of “North Central South” in the eastern region are further
strengthened, and the central and northeast regions have become new highlights for growth. Although the proportion of Taobao Village
which disappeared during these years is not high, the characteristics and mechanisms behind it are worthy of attention. Increasingly fierce
market competition, constantly improving e-commerce platform rules, long-delayed rural infrastructure and public service development,
and administrative interventions such as the village evacuation are not only the main reasons for the disappearance of Taobao Village but
also the core mechanisms affecting rural revitalization.
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State-sponsored Rural Gentrification and Its Mechanism: A Case Study of Bulao

Village, Nanjing
X FOKREW

LIU Lei, ZHU Xigang, SUN Jie

B EAREI NG IIAF R L, 2 XA TR AR, RARA S ALy 2 I F Fetlh o 5 5 7 B RF LAY
AR S Ao HAR R, MR A 5 A ap AR I Bt o 69 2 1) AT 2k G 269 ABE B Fo B Al Dk S AN HFAE, 2
FPHAURDE GHEE A EENSETACA LR T FAS TSR XA T ERHEHELRA § A4 RR T &
E AR H] RS T 69 AR £ 3] B T 89 BUR S B A AL B R T 89 5 AT Bkms it 4%

Abstract Based on the case study of Bulao Village, Nanjing, the paper is to explore the characteristics and mechanism of state-sponsored rural

gentrification. Differing from spontaneous rural gentrification, state-sponsored rural gentrification has following characteristics. Firstly, the

rural space is updated rapidly and comprehensively by the local government. Secondly, gentrifiers move into the village after most villagers’

emigration. Thirdly, commercial activities are implanted after the exit of the agricultural industry. The state dominates gentrification process

in the roles of leverage, organizer and participant. This kind of state-sponsored rural gentrification is full of Chinese characteristics, which

stems from the path dependence under the prevailing institutional environment, the government practices of land system reform and rural

strategic choices during the process of the urbanization.

38 iE S | BAFES | REH

Keywords Rural gentrification | State-sponsored | BulaoVillage
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