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State-sponsored Rural Gentrification and Its Mechanism: A Case Study of Bulao

Village, Nanjing
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Abstract Based on the case study of Bulao Village, Nanjing, the paper is to explore the characteristics and mechanism of state-sponsored rural

gentrification. Differing from spontaneous rural gentrification, state-sponsored rural gentrification has following characteristics. Firstly, the

rural space is updated rapidly and comprehensively by the local government. Secondly, gentrifiers move into the village after most villagers’

emigration. Thirdly, commercial activities are implanted after the exit of the agricultural industry. The state dominates gentrification process

in the roles of leverage, organizer and participant. This kind of state-sponsored rural gentrification is full of Chinese characteristics, which

stems from the path dependence under the prevailing institutional environment, the government practices of land system reform and rural

strategic choices during the process of the urbanization.
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