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Research on the Spatial Evolution and Mechanism of Small Town
Agglomeration in Metropolitan Area: A Case Study of Fengcheng Area in Shanghai
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Abstract With the proposal of Guiding Opinions on Cultivating and Developing Modern Metropolitan Areas, metropolitan areas have gradually
become the main force of urban development in China. Metropolitan area is a spatial form with internal levels, which emphasizes the

integration of different levels of cities and towns. Under this background, small towns have gradually changed the previous pattern of
punctate growth, showing the trend of agglomeration development. Based on this, studying the spatial evolution process of small town

agglomeration and explaining its mechanism has theoretical significance for enriching the study of small town agglomeration, and

has practical significance for guiding the development of small town agglomeration. Based on the remote sensing image data of small

towns in Fengcheng Area, this paper extracts data of urban construction land, and analyzes the spatial evolution process of small town
agglomeration development, and then uses the data of land use in 2015 to analyze the characteristics of the spatial pattern of Fengcheng
small town agglomeration. The main factors affecting the spatial evolution of small town agglomerations are analyzed from the external

and internal dimensions. Based on this, the paper explains the spatial evolution mechanism of small town agglomeration in Fengcheng

Avrea from four aspects: policy guidance, regionalization adjustment, town concentration and natural growth.
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